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Transportation and Construction Vibration Guidance Manual, the wave barrier 

would need to be at least two-thirds of the seismic wavelength and the length of 

the barrier must be at least one wavelength (typical wavelength can be up to 500 

feet). In addition, constructing a wave barrier to reduce the Project’s construction-

related vibration impacts would, in and of itself, generate groundborne vibration 

from the excavation equipment. Furthermore, it would not be feasible to construct 

the proposed Project by reducing the types and number of equipment analyzed 

herein without impacting the ability to build the proposed Project within a reasonable 

schedule and the ability to safely and adequately construct the proposed Project 

buildings and facilities without access to the full range of the needed equipment. 

Thus, there are no feasible mitigation measures that could be implemented 

to reduce the temporary vibration impacts from on-site construction 

associated with human annoyance at the vibration-sensitive receptors V1 

though V5. Therefore, Project-level vibration impacts from on-site 

construction activities with respect to human annoyance would be 

significant and unavoidable. 

Off-site vibration impacts for human annoyance due to off-site haul trucks were 

determined to be less than significant. Therefore, no mitigation measures were 

required or included, and the off-site vibration impact level for human annoyance 

remains less than significant. 

Operational vibration impacts were determined to be less than significant without 

mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation measures were required or included, and the 

operational impact level remains less than significant. 

Threshold (c): For a project located within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the project area 
to excessive noise levels? 

As discussed in Section VI, Other CEQA Considerations, of this Draft EIR, and 

as included in the Initial Study, provided in Appendix A, of this Draft EIR, the Project 

Site is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan, 

or within two miles of public airport or a public use airport. Therefore, no impacts 

would occur, and no further analysis is warranted. 
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e) Cumulative Impacts 

(1) Impact Analysis 

(a) Construction 

(i) On-Site Construction Noise 

The potential for cumulative construction noise impacts from on-site construction 

activities to occur is based on the distance between the Project and each of the 

related projects. Noise from construction activities would normally affect the areas 

immediately adjacent to each of the construction sites, specifically areas that are 

less than 500 feet from a construction site (500 feet is the distance identified in the 

2006 L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide as the Screening Criterion with respect to 

construction activities). That is, cumulative noise impacts could occur at receptor 

locations that are within 500 feet from two different construction sites. As such, 

based on the 500-foot Screening Criterion distance, the cumulative construction 

noise impacts analysis is limited to related projects within 1,000 feet of the Project 

Site. The 1,000-foot distance is based on an assumption that a noise-sensitive 

receptor would be located halfway between the Project Site and the related project. 

As discussed in Chapter III, Environmental Setting, and Figure III-1 Related 

Projects Map, of this Draft EIR, there are four known related projects identified 

within 0.25 miles of the Project Site. The nearest related projects in the City of Los 

Angeles are 6401-6419 Wilshire Boulevard (approximately 750 feet from the 

Project Site), which began construction in 2019 and is undergoing vertical building 

construction as of December 2020, and 488 South San Vicente Boulevard 

(approximately 1,600 feet from the Project Site), which has been approved, but is 

not yet under construction as of December 2020.72 

The nearest related project in the City of Beverly Hills is 55 North La Cienega 

Boulevard (approximately 1,350 feet from the Project Site), which has not yet been 

approved and environmental documentation pursuant to CEQA has not yet been 

filed as of December 2020.73 In addition, there is one infrastructure project, the 

Metro Purple Line Extension (approximately 150 feet from the Project Site), that 

may potentially contribute to cumulative impacts. The Metro Purple Line Extension 

Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report determined 

that adverse construction noise effects would remain after mitigation.74 Noise from 

                                            
72 City of Los Angeles, 488 S San Vicente Blvd, ENV-2016-2204-CE, Notice of Exemption, Filed 

March 21, 2018. 
73 City of Beverly Hills, Current Development Activity Projects List (Planning Commission/City 

Council), 55 N La Cienega Blvd. (Stinking Rose site), December 2, 2020. 
74 Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), Westside Subway 

Extension, Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report, March 2012, 
page 4-363. 
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on-site construction activities are localized and would normally affect the areas 

within 500 feet of the individual construction sites. 

Of these projects, only the 6401-6419 Wilshire Boulevard and the Metro Purple 

Line Extension related projects could contribute to cumulative noise effects 

because they could impact common noise receptors within 500 feet of the 

proposed Project and the related projects. However, as mentioned above, the 

6401-6419 Wilshire Boulevard related project is in the latter half of its construction 

phase (vertical building construction) and, thus, would likely be completed or 

substantially completed by the time the proposed Project would begin construction 

in mid- to late-2021 if the proposed Project were approved. The Metro Purple Line 

Extension related project is expected to be completed in 2023. Thus, given that 

the nearby noise-sensitive receptor locations (refer to Figure III-1) are located 

within 500 feet of the Metro Purple Line Extension and that the Metro Purple Line 

Extension related project would still be under construction if the proposed Project 

were to be approved and begin construction in 2021, cumulative noise impacts 

may occur from simultaneous on-site construction. 

Therefore, the Project’s contribution to cumulative construction noise 

impacts on sensitive receptors would be cumulatively considerable and 

would represent a significant cumulative impact. 

(ii) Off-Site Construction Noise 

If construction of related projects would overlap with Project construction and 

construction trucks would utilize the same roadway network as the Project, 

cumulative off-site construction noise level increases could occur in the Project 

area. As discussed above, the 6401-6419 Wilshire Boulevard related project is in 

the latter half of its construction phase (vertical building construction) and, thus, 

would likely be completed or substantially completed by the time the proposed 

Project would begin construction in mid- to late-2021 if the proposed Project were 

approved. Thus, it would be unlikely to generate substantial construction truck trips 

at the same time as the proposed Project. The Metro Purple Line Extension Final 

Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report determined that 

adverse construction noise effects would remain after mitigation, inclusive of 

construction traffic mitigation.75 Further, the expected haul route could overlap with 

the proposed Project along Wilshire Boulevard, San Vicente Boulevard, or La 

Cienega Boulevard during construction of the Wilshire/La Cienega Station. Thus, 

cumulative noise impacts may occur from simultaneous construction truck 

activities. Therefore, the Project’s contribution to construction noise would 

be cumulatively considerable and would represent a significant cumulative 

impact along common travel routes. 

                                            
75 Metro, Westside Subway Extension, Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental 

Impact Report, March 2012, page 4-363. 
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(iii) Groundborne Vibration 

Due to rapid attenuation characteristics of groundborne vibration, only related 

projects located adjacent to the sensitive receptors identified for the Project would 

result in cumulatively considerable vibration impacts as it relates to structural 

damage or human annoyance. Despite the Project having a significant vibration 

impact related to human annoyance, there are no related projects that are located 

adjacent to the Project’s sensitive receptors. As such, the Project’s contribution 

to impacts related to groundborne vibration during construction would not 

be cumulatively considerable. Therefore, cumulative impacts would be less 

than significant. 

(b) Operation 

(i) On-Site Operational Noise 

With respect to on-site noise sources, as is the case for the Project, compliance 

with the LAMC-required provisions that limit stationary source noise from items 

such as mechanical equipment would ensure that noise levels would be less than 

significant at the property line for each related project. In addition, on-site noise 

generated by each related project would be sufficiently low and sufficiently distant 

from the Project Site that it would not result in an additive increase to Project-

related noise levels. Further, noise from other on-site sources, including parking 

lots, open space activity, emergency generator, and loading docks would be limited 

to areas in the immediate vicinity of each related project. Although each related 

project could potentially impact an adjacent sensitive use, that potential impact 

would be localized to that specific area and would not contribute to cumulative 

noise conditions at or adjacent to the Project Site. As such, the Project’s 

contribution to impacts related to on-site operational noise would not be 

cumulatively considerable. Therefore, cumulative impacts would be less 

than significant. 

(ii) Off-Site Operational Noise 

Cumulative off-site noise impacts would occur primarily as a result of increased 

traffic on local roadways due to operation of the Project and the related projects, 

as traffic is the greatest source of operational noise in the Project Site area. 

Cumulative off-site traffic-generated noise impacts were assessed based on a 

comparison of the noise levels generated by the future cumulative plus Project 

traffic volumes to the noise levels generated by the existing base traffic volumes. 

The future cumulative plus Project traffic volumes represent an estimate of the 

ambient background growth, related projects traffic, and the Project traffic 

volumes. As such, the cumulative increase represents the increase in traffic 

volumes attributed to ambient background growth, related project traffic, and the 

Project traffic volumes over existing conditions. 
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The results of that comparison are provided in Table IV.G-18, Off-Site Traffic 

Noise Impacts – Future (2023) Plus Project Cumulative Increment. As shown 

in Table IV.G-18, the maximum cumulative increase in traffic noise levels over 

existing levels would not be greater than five dBA. Thus, increases in traffic noise 

along this segment would not be significant. As such, the Project’s contribution 

to impacts related to traffic noise increases under the Future (2023) Plus 

Project condition would not be cumulatively considerable. Therefore, 

cumulative impacts would be less than significant.  

TABLE IV.G-18 
OFF-SITE TRAFFIC NOISE IMPACTS – FUTURE (2023) PLUS PROJECT CUMULATIVE INCREMENT 

 CNEL (dBA) 

Roadway Segment 

Existing Land Uses 
Located Along Roadway 
Segment 

Existing 
(A) 

Future Plus 
Project 

(B) 

Cumulative 
Increment 

(B-A) 

Project 
Increment Exceed 

Threshold? 

6th Street       

Between San Vicente Boulevard 
and Sweetzer Avenue 

Residential 64.3 64.8 0.5 0.3 No 

Between Sweetzer Avenue and 
La Jolla Avenue 

Residential 64.0 64.4 0.5 0.2 No 

East of La Jolla Avenue  Residential  63.2 63.9 0.7 0.3 No 

La Cienega Boulevard       

North of Wilshire Boulevard Commercial  72.0 72.4 0.4 0.0 No 

South of Wilshire Boulevard  Commercial 71.9 72.3 0.4 0.1 No 

La Jolla Avenue       

Between 6th Street and Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Residential/Commercial 60.3 60.8 0.5 0.0 No 

North of 6th Street  Residential  60.3 60.7 0.3 0.0 No 

South of Wilshire Boulevard  Residential/Commercial  51.5 51.7 0.2 0.0 No 

McCarthy Vista/Carrillo Drive       

South of San Vicente Boulevard  
Residential/Commercial/ 
Educational  

66.0 66.1 0.2 0.0 No 

North of San Vicente Boulevard  Residential  66.5 66.7 0.2 0.0 No 

Orange Street       

Between San Vicente Boulevard 
Frontage Road and Sweetzer 
Avenue  

Residential/Commercial  53.9 58.4 4.5 3.6 No 

San Vicente Boulevard       

Between Wilshire Boulevard and 
McCarthy Vista/Carrillo Drive  

Residential/Commercial 71.6 71.9 0.3 0.1 No 

East of McCarthy Vista/Carrillo 
Drive 

Residential  69.9 70.4 0.5 0.2 No 

Between 6th Street and Orange 
Street 

Commercial 69.6 70.2 0.6 0.3 No 

North of 6th Street  Commercial 72.3 72.6 0.3 0.1 No 
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TABLE IV.G-18 
OFF-SITE TRAFFIC NOISE IMPACTS – FUTURE (2023) PLUS PROJECT CUMULATIVE INCREMENT 

 CNEL (dBA) 

Roadway Segment 

Existing Land Uses 
Located Along Roadway 
Segment 

Existing 
(A) 

Future Plus 
Project 

(B) 

Cumulative 
Increment 

(B-A) 

Project 
Increment Exceed 

Threshold? 

San Vicente Boulevard 
Frontage Road  

    
 

 

Between Orange Street and 
Wilshire Boulevard  

Commercial 69.0 69.6 0.7 0.4 No 

Sweetzer Avenue       

Between 6th Street and Orange 
Street  

Commercial  55.5 60.5 5.0 3.3 No 

Between Orange Street and 
Wilshire Boulevard 

Residential/Commercial 53.6 56.0 2.4 1.4  No  

North of 6th Street  Residential  57.5 57.8 0.3 0.1 No 

Wilshire Boulevard       

Between La Cienega Boulevard 
and San Vicente Boulevard  

Commercial 71.4 71.9 0.5 0.1 No 

Between San Vicente Boulevard 
and La Jolla Avenue  

Commercial 70.6 71.0 0.5 0.1 No 

East of La Jolla Avenue  Commercial 70.3 70.9 0.7 0.1 No 

West of La Cienega Boulevard  Commercial 71.4 71.9 0.5 0.1 No 

SOURCE: ESA, 2020. 

 

(iii) Groundborne Vibration 

Due to the rapid attenuation characteristics of groundborne vibration and distance 

from each of the related projects to the Project Site, there is no potential for 

cumulative operational impacts with respect to groundborne vibration. As such, 

the Project’s contribution to impacts related to groundborne vibration during 

operation would not be cumulatively considerable. Therefore, cumulative 

impacts would be less than significant. 

(2) Mitigation Measures 

Refer to Mitigation Measures NOI-MM-1 through NOI-MM-4 to reduce cumulative 

construction noise impacts. Cumulative impacts related to construction vibration 

impacts and operational noise and vibration would not occur. No additional 

mitigation measures are required. 
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(3) Level of Significance After Mitigation 

(a) On-Site Construction Noise 

After implementation of mitigation, the Project would result in significant and 

unavoidable construction noise impacts. The Metro Purple Line Extension related 

project was determined to result in significant and unavoidable noise impacts after 

implementation of mitigation. Therefore, the Project’s contribution to cumulative 

construction noise would be cumulatively considerable and would represent a 

significant and unavoidable impact. 

(b) Off-Site Construction Noise 

The Project would result in less than significant off-site construction noise impacts. 

However, the Metro Purple Line Extension related project was determined to result 

in significant and unavoidable noise impacts after implementation of mitigation, 

inclusive of construction traffic mitigation. Therefore, the Project’s contribution to 

cumulative off-site construction noise would be cumulatively considerable and 

would represent a significant and unavoidable impact. 

(c) Construction Groundborne Vibration 

Cumulative impacts regarding construction groundborne vibration would be less 

than significant without mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation measures were 

required or included, and the impact level remains less than significant. 

(d) On-Site Operational Noise 

Cumulative impacts regarding operational noise would be less than significant 

without mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation measures were required or included, 

and the impact level remains less than significant. 

(e) Off-Site Operational Noise 

Cumulative impacts regarding off-site operational noise would be less than 

significant without mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation measures were required or 

included, and the impact level remains less than significant. 

(f) Operational Groundborne Vibration 

Cumulative impacts regarding operational groundborne vibration would be less 

than significant without mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation measures were 

required or included, and the impact level remains less than significant. 
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